A new leucosiid species, Oreophorus holthuisi sp. nov., is described from Saya de Malha, Indian Ocean. It resembles O. horridus Rüppell, 1830, but differs in the proportions of the carapace ridges, frontal margin and proportionately longer cheliped fingers. The main morphological characters of the six species of Oreophorus are compared.
INTRODUCTION
The genus Oreophorus was established by Rüppell (1830) with O. horridus Rüppell, 1830 (type species), primarily because of the carapace been broader than long and thickly covered with mushroom-like granules, the presence of a groove which is parallel to the margin of carapace, branchial regions laterally expanded and concealing the ambulatory legs in flexion, orbits adjacent to the antennulary fossae and the antennal flagellum being very Sakai (1965 Sakai ( , 1976 argued that Tlos was an independent genus from Oreophorus with its own diagnostic characters. Tan & Richer de Forges (1993) recognized Tlos as a distinct genus and also treated the subgenus, Oreotlos, as a full genus. This system was followed by Tan & Ng (1993) when they revised the various genera and re-examined all the type species. They recognized the three subgenera of Oreophorus as full genera, as well as Dolos Tan & Richer de Forges, 1993, established two new genera, Alox and Cateios, and provided a key to their diagnostic characters. Tan & Ng (1995) restricted the genus Oreophorus for five species, O. horridus, O. reticulatus, O. alcicornis, O. crosnieri Tan & Ng, 1995 , and O. fenestrus Tan & Ng, 1995 . Naruse & Ng (2006 followed this system and described a new species of Alox from Japan (A. uru); with Galil & Ng (2007 , 2009 adding three more species from the Philippines, A. bothros, A. chaunos and A. tormos. Recently, N.K. Ng et al. (2009) provided a revised key to Oreotlos.
In this paper, a new species of Oreophorus sensu stricto is described from the Indian Ocean. Measurements, in millimeters, are of the carapace length and width, respectively. The terminology used follows Tan & Ng (1995) .
